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Society of Mayflower Descendants
In the state of Minnesota


WELCOME! 
Many families hold a tradition that they are descended from the Pilgrims, which often kindles an interest in finding out more. Sometimes the stories of a Mayflower heritage are true and it is easy to document a descent. More often the documentation is missing and must be researched and supplied to prove one's line. The good news is that advanced research techniques, improved genealogy library collections and computerized resources have made it easier to track down your Pilgrim roots. 
The General Society of Mayflower Descendants was created in 1897 to honor the Pilgrim ancestors and to keep their story alive.
If you are interested in joining us, you will need to provide evidence of your lineage to one of the Mayflower Pilgrims. Anyone who can prove this ancestry may join. The best documentation to look for is vital records such as the birth, marriage, and death certificates for each person. Other documentation might be published genealogies, family documents and other official records. If you have a relative who is a member of the Society, you may be able to use their lineage documentation to help you with your research.
WHAT YOU NEED:

	PRIMARY SOURCE EVIDENCE: 
Vital records of birth, marriage and death 
(required for late 19th century and after)
Church records 
Bible records 
Marriage bonds and licenses 
Deeds 
Probate records 
Guardianships or orphan’s court records 
Military and pension records 
Cemetery and morticians records 
Contemporary family letters and diaries
	SECONDARY SOURCE EVIDENCE: 
County and town histories 
Family genealogies (published only) 
Federal and state census records 
(only those that list all of the family members in the household)
Newspaper obituaries 
Newspaper marriage accounts 




COMMON QUESTIONS:

Originals:
Do NOT submit original copies of a document. You should keep your original records in your own possession. You should only submit copies of the original documents to the state historian working on your file. No information sent to the Historian will be returned.
DO NOT IMBED YOUR DOCUMENTCOPIES INTO A WORD DOCUMENT. THEY DO NOT PRINT CLEARLY AND WILL NOT BE LEGIBLE ENOUGH FOR DIGITAL STORAGE.

Hand-Written Documents:
Should I transcribe deeds or other legal documents which are hand-written? Yes. Hand-written documents can sometimes be difficult to decipher for historians. You should make an effort to transcribe as much of the hand-written document as you are able to transcribe. It is also helpful if you would underline the relevant portions of the hand-written document in a red ink or pencil. Never use highlighters.

Bibles:
Are there special rules concerning bibles? Yes. Submit photocopies or photographs of relevant pages and the title page. The current owner of the Bible should be identified by name and address. If a transcription is submitted, the transcriber must identify himself/herself, attest to the accuracy of the transcription and identify the present location and/or owner of the Bible.

Tombstones:
Are photographs acceptable? Yes. Copy the photograph you have taken of the subject gravestone onto an 8 ½ by 11 piece of paper. On the same paper write the name of the ancestor(s), the name of the cemetery and the location of the cemetery. Find-A-Grave records are acceptable but any information added in the section below the burial information is not.

Family Genealogies:
Must family genealogies be formally published? Generally, yes. Family genealogies are always evaluated on an individual basis. Consideration will be given to whether sources are cited, how much of the data is substantiated by other evidence, how comprehensive is the information contained in the genealogy and whether the compiler had any self-interest in proving a heredity. Submit photocopies of relevant pages and the title page. Family genealogies which are only in manuscript form (unpublished) will generally not be accepted.

Federal Census Reports:
Are they acceptable? Yes, but remember that the 1880 census report was the first to show familial relationships. The 1850, 1860 and 1870 census reports showed names of individuals in the same household but their relationships were circumstantial. Census reports prior to 1850 only identified by name the head of the household. In any event, copies of census reports obtained from Ancestry.com are acceptable. 

Internet Sources:
Are copies of original documents obtained from the internet acceptable? Copies obtained from the internet will be judged on an individual basis. However, material on the internet that has been abstracted or transcribed from various sources is not likely to be accepted. These are often labeled index.


Multiple Marriages:
Why must I obtain information on multiple marriages of an ancestor even when not in my line? It is important to include all marriages to properly ascertain the parentage of line carriers as well as to explain the name changes for women at the time of death. In addition, all marriages after 1900 require marriage records that include the name of the parents if possible.

Other Heritage or Genealogical Societies:
Is proof accepted by another society such as the DAR or SAR automatically acceptable to the Mayflower Society? No.

Mayflower Families:
Will it be necessary to prove my line all the way back to the Mayflower passenger? No. Citations from the Mayflower Families volumes (also known as the “silver book series”) are accepted by the General Society for the first five generations and the birth of the sixth generation. 

Last Approved Application:
Will it always be necessary to prove my line back to the birth of the sixth generation in the Mayflower Families volumes? Generally, no. In many but not all cases an individual previously seeking membership may have successfully proven a line which may include part of the same line you propose. The existence of a previously approved line or “last approved application” may reduce the necessity of your reproving that same line. (However, see next question.)

Past Member in Family:
If my great-great uncle was a member, will I be able to rely upon his application? Maybe not. Since 1984 the application standards of the General Society have been continually upgraded. Applications with a general number of less than 50,000 may be deficient by today’s standards.

CONTACT YOUR MEMBER SOCIETY:
For becoming an approved official member at GSMD, your first step is to contact one of our 53 Member Societies and work with the historian of that Society on your application. All members apply through a Member Society. Each Member Society has its own structure with its own governor and officers, including at least one historian who can help you. I prefer to use email so that I can document our correspondence and keep a record. 
Lori Reynolds, Historian
Minnesota Mayflower Society
9256 Prairieview Trail N.
Champlin, MN 55316
lorireynoldsmayflower@gmail.com

Minnesota documents will be emailed upon your request or check our website: http://minnesotamayflower.org/

RESEARCH OPTIONS:
Mayflower Families Silver Books 
The General Society of Mayflower Descendants meticulously investigates primary records that prove the lines of descent of the passengers who traveled on the Mayflower in 1620. Originally known as the Five Generations Project, the Silver books, are now being researched beyond the first five generations and are an invaluable tool in genealogy research. (These are available at the Minnesota History Library (St. Paul) and the Minnesota Genealogical Library (Mendota Heights).

Our pink 'Mayflower Families in Progress (MFIP) booklets are Silver Books in the making. These booklets are made available while new information is being researched. Once complete, they become Silver Books. GSMD makes them available in softcover so that the information can be available to genealogists while further research is underway.

Mayflower Lineage Match - Optional. Not required for Membership but a helpful service.
Fill out our Mayflower Lineage Match form online and submit it. It will be reviewed as quickly as possible and you will receive a report on the findings with instructions on how to proceed. There is a $75.00 fee per inquiry for this service. The lineage review is not necessary in cases where a close family member has recently joined the Mayflower Society. In such cases, please contact your Member Society.

Helpful websites
GSMD recommends the following popular sites to help with your research:
AmericanAncestors.org 
Ancestry.com 
ChroniclingAmerica.loc.gov
CyndisList.com 
FamilySearch.org - FREE
FindMyPast.com 
Fold3.com 
GenealogyBank.com 
Newspapers.com 
NewspaperArchive.com
OpenLibrary.org 
If you do not have subscriptions to these websites, check with your local library as some of them have multiple memberships only available at the library but free.



HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR LINEAGE FOR APPROVAL:

· Complete the application with each generation's name of ancestor and their spouse starting with your Mayflower Ancestor and ending with you, the applicant. 
· Divide your proof documents by generation and mark them as such.
· Complete the Prospective Fact form.
· Include your check for $265 for new membership and $200 for a supplemental application.
· Mail to Lori Reynolds, Historian, at the address above. 
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